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I. Introductory Statement

Government corporations perform a crucial role in Philippine economy, which
affect significant industries such as energy, transportation, healthcare, and
infrastructure. Approximately 100 government owned or controlled corporations
(GOCCs) and 500 water districts operating across the country are responsible for
delivering essential services especially in remote areas. Beyond service delivery,
government corporations are major participants in the effort to spur national
development and economic growth.

As of May 2024, GOCCs contributed about P88 Billion to the national budget,
helping fund public services and government programs. This makes them not just
service providers, but important contributors to the country's financial health. By
managing key sectors of the economy, GOCCs help create jobs, drive investment, and
support long-term development goals.

The Office of the Government Corporate Counsel (OGCC) plays a key role in
ensuring that government corporations fulfil their mandate through legally efficient
means. As the statutory legal counsel of government corporations, the OGCC ensures
that they observe the law and act in the best interest of the public.

II. Accomplishments

The OGCC is committed to supporting the economic growth goals outlined in the
Philippine Development Plan (PDP) 2023-2028 and the Department of Justice (DOJ)
Development Plan 2024-2028. By aligning its efforts with these key frameworks, the
OGCC is focused on driving national progress through efficient and effective service to
government corporations.

A. Legal Services

The OGCC is committed to the conduct of comprehensive contract analysis, the
provision of informed legal advice, and ensuring compliance with applicable laws and
regulations for timely delivery of service. Given the complexities involved in reviewing
the contracts of government corporations and their potential legal implications, the
OGCC must ensure the completeness, correctness, and acceptability of its findings and
recommendations. The following targets are implemented for this purpose:

PHYSICAL TARGET
Particulars 2024
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Total

LEGAL SERVICES FOR GOVERNMENT
CORPORATIONS PROGRAM

OO : Efficient Legal Services for Government Corporations Ensured

Outcome Indicators

1. Percentage of clients who rated the legal
representation and other legal services of 100% | 100% 100% 100% 100%
OGCC as satisfactory

2. Percentage of cases handled during the

year and won 70% 70% 70% 70% 70%

Output Indicators

1. Percentage of pleadings filed within the

prescribed period by the court 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%




2. Percentage of cases acted upon within the 5
_period prescribed by the courts 1% | 108 T i 4
3. Number of contracts reviewed in the last

three (3) years that have been disputed fione | none Sl - s
4. Percentage of contracts reviewed within o o

fhe prescribed peciod 80% 809% 80% 80% 80%
5. Percentage of legal opinions rendered o a =
within the prescribed period B 804 80/0 S04 sk
6. Percentage of all contract reviews and

legal opinions rendered within the 80% 80% 80% 80% 80%
prescribed period

The OGCC managed to exceed all its targets by 4t Quarter of 2024, with the
following specifics:

Physical Accomplishment
Pacticedars As of 31 December 2024 :
LEGAL SERVICES FOR GOVERNMENT CORPORATIONS PROGRAM
OO : Efficient Legal Services for Government Corporations Ensured
Outcome Indicators
1. Percentage of clients who rated the
legal representation and other legal 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
services of OGCC as satisfactory
2. Percentage of cases handled during 60% 63% 69% 1% 71%
the year and won
Output Indicators
1. Percentage of pleadings filed within
he prescribed period by the court 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
2. Percentage of cases acted upon
within the period prescribed by the 100% | 100% | 100% 100% 100%
courts
3. Number of contracts reviewed in the
last three (3) years that have been none none none none none
disputed
4. Percentage of contracts reviewed » .
within e prenibid pering 84% 82% 83% 82% 82%
5. Percentage of legal opinions " . i "
rendered within the prescribed period L e e = o
6. Percentage of all contract reviews
and legal opinions rendered within the 84% 82% 82% 82% 82%
prescribed period
1. Litigation

The decreasing number of cases handled by and endorsed to the OGCC is a
testament to the effectiveness of its proactive legal strategies, enhanced compliance
efforts, and streamlined dispute resolution processes. By leveraging early interventions,
such as alternative dispute resolution and mediation, many issues are being resolved
before they escalate into formal legal action. Furthermore, the growing number of cases
decided with finality by the courts has significantly reduced the number of cases
handled by the OGCC, enabling it to focus on other significant matters.

Total ratings are calculated cumulatively throughout the year hence, Q4 results are the same with the
Total.




CASES HANDLED BY OGCC 2023 2024

Number of (Active) Cases 6,029 5,961
Newly Endorsed Cases 345 279
Percent of Favorable Decisions (%) 70% 71%

Some relevant cases handied by the OGCC during the year are:

1Sambayan Coalition, et al. v. the House of Representatives; Aquilino Pimentel
II v. The House of Representatives, et al; Bayan Muna Chairperson Neri
Colmenares v. President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr., Philippine Health Insurance
Corporation (PhilHealth), et al. (GR. Nos. 275405, 274778, 276233): These
consolidated petitions seek to prohibit the transfer by PhilHealth of a portion of
its Fund Balance to the Treasury.

Bases Conversion and Development Authority and CJH Development Corp., et
al.; CJH Development Corp. v. Commission on Audit and Bases Conversion and
Development Authority (G.R. Nos. 212942 and 241772): This case involves
disputes between the Bases Conversion and Development Authority (BCDA)
and CJH Development Corporation (C] DevCo) regarding lease agreements over
Camp John Hay. BCDA has recently recovered the possession of Camp John
Hay, including certain facilities therein, from CJ DevCo pursuant to a Supreme
Court Decision.

Oscar A. Macaraig, et al., v. Dr. Ronald E. Cuyco, Dr. Jade D. Jamias, Dr. Adolfo
C. Parayno, and National Kidney and Transplant Institute (Civil Case No. R~
MKT-24-00815-CV): This civil case concerns allegations of medical malpractice or
negligence by doctors and medical staff of the National Kidney and Transplant
Institute, filed by Oscar A. Macaraig and others seeking legal redress for harm
suffered.

Land Bank of the Philippines (LBP) vs. Hon. Rommel O. Baybay, in his capacity
as Presiding Judge of the Regional Trial Court of Makati City, Branch 132, and
Provident Tree Farms, Inc. (CA-G.R. SP 182281): LBP filed this case on 22 January
2024 to enjoin and annul a writ of execution issued by the respondent Judge for
the collection of 2.033Billion against LBP allegedly to indemnify a non-party to
the case. The Court of Appeals issued a Temporary Restraining Order and Writ
of Preliminary Injunction against the enforcement of the writ of execution and,
on 26 November 2024, just 10 months after the case was filed, rendered a
decision annulling the writ.

Philippine National Oil Company (PNOC) vs. Petron Corporation (Petron) (G.R.
263827). This case is an appeal from a Court of Appeals Decision upholding a
Summary Judgment of the Regional Trial Court finding PNOC to have breached
its lease agreements with Petron over 347 hectares of land and rescinding the
conveyance by Petron of the parcels of land as property dividends to PNOC as a
result of the breach.

The Supreme Court has denied the appeal and PNOC is pursuing a
reconsideration of the denial.

2. Contract Review and Legal Opinion




The OGCC provides essential services through the issuance of Contract Reviews
and Legal Opinions, ensuring that government contracts and agreements comply with
legal standards and safeguard public interest and that its clients are aptly assisted and
guided in their legal affairs.

To improve service delivery, the OGCC has enhanced its processes to ensure
quicker turnaround times, maintaining quality while meeting the mandated 20-day
deadline for each review and opinion. These improvements reflect the OGCC’s
commitment to delivering timely, accurate, and efficient legal services to support
government operations.

COMPLIANCE RATING | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024
 Contract Review 70 | B B H0
Legal Opinion 52 74 85 82

. Overall 66 | 81 82 | 82

The OGCC’s remarkable improvement in its performance over the past four years
underscores its unwavering commitment to the delivery of high-quality legal services
and invaluable support to government corporations. The consistent improvement in the
compliance rate on the rendition of contract review and legal opinion, demonstrates
successful process enhancements, more efficient resource management, and a resolute
focus on meeting deadlines and addressing the increasing demands of the OGCC'’s
client corporations. While there was a minor decrease in rating of legal opinion
compliance in 2024, it is important to note that many of these opinions are critical and
involve matters of national significance, which may require more scrutiny and time to
fully study. Despite this, the OGCC's overall performance remains outstanding,
reaffirming its dedication to excellence, efficiency, and the continued success of its
clients as their chief legal officer and advisor.

COMPLIANCE RATING OVER THE YEARS

Contract Review Legal Opinion QOverall

@2021 @ ) @ 2024

Some relevant Opinions issued by the Office this year are the following:

e MWSS Opinion No. 026 (1 February 2024)
Subject: Guidance on the implementation of the new Centennial Water
Source - Kaliwa Dam project, specifically concerning the eviction of
project-affected families

¢ PhilHealth Opinion No. 025 (1 February 2024)



Subject: Use of the Program Reserve Fund fo address the financial
requirements of the PhilHealth Benefit Plan

¢ PhilHealth Opinion No. 036 (27 February 2024)
Subject: Review of the premium rate increase for 2024

¢ Metro Cebu WD Opinion No. 046 (26 March 2024)
Subject: Urgent advice on the partial takeover of Metro Cebu Water
District (MCWD) by the Local Water Utilities Administration (LWLIA)
and the appointment of an interim board of directors

e PCSO Opinion No. 120 (5 July 2024)
Subject: The Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office’s (PCSO)
contribution to the Maharlika Investment Fund (MIF)

e LBP Opinion No. 168 (16 August 2024)
Subject: Disclosure of loan agreements and borrower/credit data to local
government units

¢ PhilHealth Opinion No. 202 (3 October 2024)
Subject: Investment of reserve funds

B. Administrative Services

In FY 2024, the OGCC made significant strides in enhancing its operations,
service delivery, and community engagement. The following are the key administrative
achievements:

1. ISO Certification 9001:2015
OGCC earned the ISO 9001:2015 certification, demonstrating its
commitment to maintaining internationally recognized standards in
quality management and delivering consistently high-quality services.

2. Creation of 19 New Plantilla Positions
Through collaboration with the Department of Budget and Management,
the OGCC expanded its administrative capacity with the creation of 19
new plantilla positions, strengthening the administrative support
workforce to meet the growing demands of its functions.

3. Expansion of OGCC Workspace
The office space was expanded to accommodate a growing team and
improve operational efficiency, providing a modern and collaborative
environment to enhance employee productivity.

4. Attendance to International Trainings
A number of OGCC legal employees successfully participated in
international  training programs, enriching their professional
development, and ensuring the office remains aligned with global best
practices in legal and administrative management.

5. Conduct of Two (2) MCLE Programs
Two successful Mandatory Continuing Legal Education (MCLE)
programs were conducted for client GOCCs, ensuring that in-house



lawyers of client GOCCs remain well-informed and equipped to handle
the evolving legal landscape.

6. Lecture Series for Senior Citizens and Persons with Disabilities
OGCC organized a lecture series to empower senior citizens and persons
with disabilities with essential legal knowledge, furthering its mission to
promote inclusivity and protect the rights of vulnerable groups.

7. National Day of Charity - Legal Service Caravan
On the National Day of Charity, OGCC organized a legal service caravan
in Kaingin, Pansol, Quezon City, providing free legal services to
underserved communities and making legal assistance more accessible to
those in need.

8. Relief Packages for 200 Families in Montalban, Rizal
Leveraging savings from year-end activities, the OGCC provided relief
packages to 200 families in Montalban, Rizal, demonstrating its
commitment to social responsibility and community welfare.

9. Award for Blood Donation Campaign
OGCC received the "Ang Gawad Pagtutulungan" award for its successful
blood donation campaign, which saw 1,369 donors, showcasing the
office’s leadership in promoting public health and community solidarity.

10. Budget Utilization of 95.09%
With a 95.09% budget utilization rate, the OGCC demonstrated exceptional
fiscal management, ensuring that resources were used efficiently to maximize
the impact of its programs and services.

The OGCC shall continue to perform its duty to efficiently address the needs of
its client corporations, provide opportunities for the professional growth of its
personnel, and actively forge avenues for communication and collaboration in the
public corporate community.

Prepared by:

F B. GAMIER

SOLOMON M HERMOSURA
Government Corporate Counsel

YW AT

MELISSA F. MONTECILLO-ACORDA
Assistant Government Corporate Counsel,
OIC Deputy Government Corporate Counsel



REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNMENT CORPORATE COUNSEL
3rd Floor MWSS Administrtion Bullding, Katipunan Avenue
Balara, Quezon Cly, 1119
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02 February 2024
OFFICE ORDER NO. 033
Series of 2024

In the interest of the service, the following shall compose the OGCC Review
and Compliance Committee (RCC), which shall be tasked to evaluate and review
the compliance procedures in the filing and submission of Statements of Assets,
Liabilities, and Networth (SALNs) and disclosure of business interest and financial
connections of all OGCC employees:

Chairman : GCA Mario R. Pilaspilas

Members . ADOF Sonia P. Tubo
ADOF Victor M. Romano
ADAS Helen L. Comeo
ADAS Beverly N. Estrada
ADAS Bernadette F. Gecale

Secretariat :  ADOF Rosemarie G. Beldia
: ADA Krishia Mae A. Capalad
SG Enrigue L. Mangui

They shall be required to strictly observe the confidential nature of the tasks
of the Committee and shall adhere to the strictest standards of privacy and
restrictions on disclosures of the information obtained thereon.

This Office Order supersedes Office Order No. 028, Series of 2023, and shall
take effect immediately. f/‘?
/
o

ROGEVIO V. QUEVEDO

(ewbernment Corporate Counsel
o

ALL OGCC Employees

¢ B ARALEMENT

TSP conpmitied to uphold justice
under the rude of lawe
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