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MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR 2023 - 05

FOR : ALL CLIENT GOVERNMENT CORPORATIO]*S

SUBJECT : DEPUTIZATION OF CASES OF IN-HOUSE COUNSELS
OF GOVERNMENT-OWNED AND/OR CONTROLLED
CORPORATIONS (GOCCs) AND AUTHQRITY TO
REFER CASES TO EXTERNAL COUNSELS BY ‘GOCCS

X i X

DATE : 30 JUNE 2023

Pursuant to Republic Act 6000, as amended; Section 10, ChaptLr 3, Title 111,
Book IV of Executive Order (EO) 292 (1987 Administrative Code); and Executive
Order (EO) 596; and the Supreme Court’s ruling in “Land Bank of the‘ Philippines v.
Teresita Panlillo-Luciano” (G.R. 165428, 13 July 2005), this Office shall exercise
control and supervision over all legal departments or divisions of government

corporations in its capacity as the latter’s statutory counsel and IErincipaI law
office.

In the exercise of its mandate of control and supervision and co!nsistent with
the above laws and jurisprudence and as confirmed by Memorandum Circular
(MC) 9, Series of 1998 dated 27 August 1998, this Office may permissibly delegate

its authority to principally handle cases, without resulting in a surrender or
abdication of its mandate. ‘

This Office notes of the financial burden on the part of its client corporations
in sending the Office of the Government Corporate Counsel (OGCC) lawyers to
handle and attend the hearings of their cases outside of Metro Manila which
include the costs of round-trip tickets for land, air and sea transportation for

hearings outside of Metro Manila as well as decent accommodations ror the OGCC
lawyers.
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In this regard, client government corporations may be allowed 1
to be represented by its in-house counsels or external counsels in
where the cases shall be heard and tried outside of Metro Manila.

The deputization of in-house counsels and the authority to be re
external counsels shall be subject to the written approval of the (
request for approval shall contain the following;

:
2.

The name and resume of counsel;
The amount of retainership, acceptance fees and appearance f
amount of which shall be subject to pertinent COA Circulars
The venue and title of the case, nature and important details
the case;

9.

To ensure timely release of the authority from this Office
corporations are required to make the request not later than ten (1C

hiring of the external counsel and in case of in-house counsels, within
from filing of pleadings and appearance before the courts.

The approval of the deputization of in-house counsels and auth

external counsel shall be subject to the requirements and restrictions
letter-approval from this Office.

Finally, the deputization of in-house counsels and permission to

counsels are not absolute. The approval of the deputization and hirin
counsels shall be subject to the evaluation of the OGCC on the imp

novelty of the cases and such other circumstances which would
handling of the cases by the OGCC.

Please be guided accordingly.
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